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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH GENERAL AMAN 

1. UPON SHORT NOTICE EROM CHIEF OF PROTOCOL I WAS SUMMONED 

TO MEET WITH GENERAL AMAN AT 1730 SEPTEMBER 12 IN OFEICE OF ARMED 
FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF. WHEN I WAS USHERED INTO HIS OFFICE I DIS- 
COVERED SEVERAL TELEVISION CAMERAMEN WERE PRESENT. EOREIGN MINISTER 
ZEWDE AND MINISTER OF INTERIOR WERE ALSO PRESENT. CAMERMEN FILMED 
US BRIEFLY AND DEPARTED. 

2. GENERAL AMAN THEN SAID HE WISHED TO ASSURE ME THAT THE SAEETY OF 
FOREIGNERS WOULD BE PROTECTED IN THE COMING DAYS. HE ALSO WISHED TO 
MAKE CLEAR THAT THE ARMED FORCES DESIRE TO MAINTAIN A STRONG AND 
FRIEDNLY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES. I THANKED HIM FOR 
THESE ASSURANCES AND SAID THAT THE UNITED STATES AND ITS GOVERNMENT 
FULLY RECIPROCATED THESE SENTIMENTS, STRONGLY DESIRING TO MAINTAIN 
CLOSE AND COOPERATIVE TIES "WITH ETHIOPIA AND ITS GOVERNMENT." 

3. GENERAL AMAN SAID THAT THE EMPEROR IS CURRENTLY "IN GOOD HEALTH." 
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I SAID I WAS VERY GLAD TO HEAR THIS AND THAT IT WOULD ALSO BE A 
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MATTER OF GREAT INTEREST TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, WHO HAVE A HIGH 
REGARD FOR THE EMPEROR. MANY OF THEM STILL REMEMBER WITH GREAT 
FEELING HIS HISTORIC SPEECH TO THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. I SAID I 
WAS SURE THAT THERE IS NOW GREAT INTEREST AND CONCERN 
AMONG THE AMERICAN PEOPLE REGARDING THE SAFETY AND WELL BEING 
OF THE EMPEROR. 

4. WE HAD A VERY BRIEF DISCUSSION OF OTHER SUBJECTS. THE ETHIOPIANS 
EXPRESSED PLEASURE REGARDING THE RECENT RELEASE OF THE TENNECO 
CAPTIVES. GENERAL AMAN INDICATED THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT THE PRE- 
SENT 1930 CURFEW TO LAST VERY LONG. FONMIN ZEWDE SAID THAT HE EX- 
PECTED TO ARRIVE IN NEW YORK ON SEPTEMBER 17 FOR THE UNGA OPENING 
AND WOULD SEE ME BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE. 

5. THE FILM OF THIS MEETING HAS JUST BEEN SHOWN ON TELEVISION, 
FOLLOWED BY SIMILAR SCENES WITH THE SOVIET AND CHINESE CHARGES, 
THE EGYPTIAN, WEST GERMAN, AND BRITISH AMBASSADORS AND THE 
FRENCH CHARGE' 

6. THERE HAS JUST BEEN A RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT IN AMHARIC THAT, 
GENERAL AMAN IS NOW PRIME MINISTER AS WELL AS MINISTER OF DEFENSE. 
MICHAEL IMRU HAS BECOME MINISTER OF INFORMATION. ZEWDE IS STILL 
FOREIGN MINISTER BUT NO LONGER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER. 

WYMAN 
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